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Getting the most from the stimulus
The following is a column by Lieutenant Governor Mark Parkinson:

Recently, we launched a new section on the Governor’s website to help Kansans take advantage of the federal stimulus package. The website, www.governor.ks.gov/recovery, can help you tap into the opportunities of the stimulus act.

There is also an extraordinary amount of money available for states to provide services like health care, unemployment benefits and food assistance to workers who have lost their jobs. 

But even though the stimulus bill has money for states, Kansas should not build a budget foundation with temporary funds. We must fix our budget problems on our own and operate within our means. 

Meanwhile, we will work aggressively to take advantage of the additional opportunities in the stimulus– opportunities that are not a long-term solution, but can help jumpstart long-term growth. 

Some of the money given to states is a set amount with a specific purpose, like building roads. Some of the money we will have to apply for, and compete with other states depending on the project.

There are hundreds of millions of dollars in competitive funds just for renewable energy projects. States that are moving towards renewable energy will have the best chance of getting this money. States that will miss out, are those which still cling to past ways of doing business. 

This year, there have been some good renewable energy proposals in the legislature, but the House Energy and Utilities Committee has largely ignored them. 

Instead, they keep going back to the same idea we saw fail several times last session – two massive new coal plants that will create 11 million tons of greenhouse gases each year. 

If we adopt these kinds of proposals like the coal bill in the House, not only do we get all the pollution – we put ourselves firmly at the back of the line for accessing stimulus funds needed to create sustainable, Kansas jobs.  

No amount of “green window dressing” can hide the fact that the House bill is a coal bill – and that alone will sink our efforts. 
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