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Lt. Governor Parkinson: Stimulus Website Launched

Governor’s Office creates site for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Bill

Lieutenant Governor Mark Parkinson, at a meeting of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Advisory Group, announced a new website to help Kansans take advantage of the federal stimulus package. 

“This new website will help Kansans tap into the opportunities of the stimulus act - like tax credits, construction jobs and unemployment benefits,” Parkinson said. “As more information about the stimulus package becomes available each week, I hope Kansans check back often.”

The website, www.governor.ks.gov/recovery , currently focuses on five specific areas:
· Tax Cuts to Make Work Pay and Create Jobs:  More than 35 percent of the package will provide direct tax relief to 95 percent of American workers and spur investment and job growth for American businesses.   

· Modernize Roads, Bridges, Transit and Waterways: Kansas will receive an estimated $350 million under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 for highway construction projects that will create or sustain thousands of jobs and make important improvements to the state’s transportation system. In addition, Kansas will receive an estimated $27 million to be spent on transit projects throughout the state.

· Education for the 21st Century:  Kansas will receive increased funding in a State Fiscal Stabilization Fund, distributed in part to local school districts using existing funding formulas, which can be used for preventing cutbacks and preventing layoffs.   

· Lower Health Care Costs and Ensure Broader Coverage: The stimulus bill will support our state’s efforts to accelerate adoption of Health Information Technology systems by doctors and hospitals, in order to modernize the health care system, save billions of dollars, reduce medical errors and improve quality.

· Clean, Efficient, American Energy: The economic recovery bill provides a total of $30 billion for such initiatives as a new, smart power grid, advanced battery technology, and energy efficiency measures, which will create nearly 500,000 jobs across the country.

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Advisory Group is a group of state leaders and legislators working to ensure that Kansas maximizes the opportunities in the stimulus bill. 

President Barack Obama will sign the $787 billion federal stimulus package into law in Denver on Tuesday, February 17th.  
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