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The following is a statement by Governor Kathleen Sebelius regarding the Kansas budget and the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act:

“I am hopeful that Congress will take speedy action to finalize President Obama’s stimulus package. 

“This legislation will help put Kansans back to work, help our families put food on the table and begin to build the foundation for a better economy. 

“As Kansas works to be a leader in renewable energy, this stimulus package aims to double America’s production of alternative energy in the next three years, extend for three years the production tax credit for wind energy, and provides resources for modern transmission lines to carry new wind power to market. This will be very helpful to provide more green energy jobs and encourage more wind energy development in Kansas.

“I appreciate the work by many members of Congress and the President to craft this stimulus package – much like the budget work we are doing here at home - the decisions were tough, the effort immense, but at the end of the day it will move us forward. I am hopeful that the Kansas delegation will support passage of this important legislation to begin to get our economy back on track.

“This legislation is not a cure-all for our economic woes, but it does put targeted, temporary resources in place to begin creating jobs and helping those who have been out of work for far too long. 

“The exact dollar amount directed to Kansas, and the steps we will need to take to access these funds, will be examined after Congress has delivered the bill to the President and he has signed it into law. 

“We will work to maximize the resources needed to create jobs; provide assistance to families; build Kansas roads and bridges; and lower health care costs through modern technology. “
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