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Sebelius forms group to prepare Kansas for Federal stimulus bill
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Advisory Group will position state for success 
To better prepare Kansas for the Federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, Governor Kathleen Sebelius has assembled a group of state leaders to plan for its implementation. 

“Right now the United States Congress is beginning to debate the provisions of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, with the intention of boosting our nation’s economy and stimulating growth in key investment areas,” Sebelius said. “Though the timeline for enactment of this stimulus package is unclear, it is crucial that we begin planning for implementation of the Act now, to ensure funds directed to Kansas are used most effectively within the framework of the legislation.”

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Advisory Group (Advisory Group) will be made up of key officials, including: 

· Lt. Governor Mark Parkinson, Chair

· Budget Director Duane Goossen

· Secretary of Commerce David Kerr

· Secretary of Labor Jim Garner

· Secretary of Transportation Deb Miller

· President of KDFA/KHRC Steve Weatherford

· Secretary of SRS Don Jordan

· Secretary of Aging Kathy Greenlee
· Secretary of KDHE Rod Bremby
· Executive Director of KHPA Marci Nielsen

· Commissioner of Education Alexa Posny

· President of the Board of Regents Reggie Robinson

· Director of the Energy Programs Division Ray Hammarlund
· Director of the Water Office Tracy Streeter
· State Treasurer Dennis McKinney

To ensure the state legislature is involved in the planning process, the governor has also asked the four legislative leaders to each appoint one member to the group. 

The Advisory Group will have four main goals:

1. Communicate with Congress during the deliberation process about key elements of the plan, and the impact on services in Kansas
2. Advise the governor on the implementation of the federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act once it becomes law, making sure that funds maximize job creation and stimulate economic growth
3. Provide transparency and accountability for funds received in Kansas

4. Make periodic reports to the legislature, governmental officials and the Kansas public about fund expenditures

“While we cannot rely on Washington to solve every challenge we face in Kansas, we can make sure our state has a strategic and responsible approach to implementing new Federal policies,” Sebelius said.  
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