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Sebelius establishes group to streamline government

Chronister will chair Facilities Closure and Realignment Commission
To identify new ways to save taxpayer dollars, Governor Sebelius has signed Executive Order 09-01, forming the Facilities Closure and Realignment Commission.

“In these unprecedented economic times, we must examine all state operations to determine if savings can be realized by suspending, merging or streamlining programs,” Sebelius said. “Ultimately, Kansans will benefit if quality services can continue with a more efficient delivery system, and if we have the resources needed for critical safety net programs.”

The commission, whose majority shall be appointed by legislative leaders, will study the closure or realignment of state facilities. The group will consider the savings; impact to communities and feasibility of such actions; and make recommendations to the governor and the legislature on or before December 1, 2009. Upon review and approval by the governor, the recommendations will be submitted to the 2010 Legislature as an Executive Reorganization Order.
Rochelle Chronister, Neodesha, will serve as chair of the commission. Chronister served in the Kansas House of Representatives from 1979 until 1995. While in the House, she served as chairperson of the Appropriations, Education and Economic Development Committees. Chronister left the House to serve as Governor Bill Graves’ Secretary of Social and Rehabilitation Services until 1999. Since that time, Chronister has continued to serve the state and her community in various roles; including, chair of the Kansas Advisory Group on Juvenile Justice; co-chair of the legislative committee for Southeast Kansas Inc.; and in her present position as chair of the 2010 Education Commission. She is a former vice-chair and chair of the Kansas Republican Party and a graduate of the University of Kansas. She and her husband, Dr. Bert Chronister, have two grown children.  

Facilities to be considered include, but are not limited to: the Kansas School for the Deaf; the Kansas School for the Blind; the Beloit Juvenile Correctional Facility; the State Developmental Disability Hospitals; and the Rainbow Mental Health Facility.

Agencies were directed by Sebelius in 2003 to conduct a top to bottom review of state government. To date, those efforts have eliminated $1 billion in wasteful spending and inefficiencies by selling off hundreds of unneeded state vehicles; consolidating the purchasing power of different levels of government; and collecting millions in delinquent taxes.

Governor Sebelius’ budget recommendations for 2010 already identify $8 million in savings by closing facilities and streamlining programs associated with the Juvenile Justice Authority; the Kansas Technology Enterprise Corporation; Kansas, Inc.; and the Department of Commerce.

Executive orders can be viewed on the Governor’s website at http://www.governor.ks.gov/executive/Orders/default.htm 
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