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Governor Sebelius appoints Dan Biles to Kansas Supreme Court
Governor Kathleen Sebelius has appointed William Daniel Biles to serve on the Kansas Supreme Court.


“For nearly 30 years, Dan has been an incredible advocate for those he represents, including the Kansas State Board of Education, the Kansas Turnpike Authority and the State of Kansas,” said Sebelius. “His constitutional knowledge of issues and extensive experience in the legal field is well-respected. He has argued in front of the Supreme Court on multiple occasions and will now bring his unique perspective to the other side of the bench.”

Some of Biles’ key cases: Montoy v. State of Kansas (multiple cases from 2003 – 2006); Brown v. Board of Education (several cases from 1987 – 1992); Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kan. v. Praeger (an appeal of the decision by former Insurance Commissioner Sebelius to deny the takeover - 2003).

Biles is currently a partner with the Overland Park firm Gates, Biles & Shields, P.A. He has been with the firm since 1985. Prior to that, he spent five years in the Office of Attorney General, Litigation Division. From 1975 – 1980, Biles was a reporter with the Associated Press.


Biles is a member of the National Council of State Education Attorneys; the Kansas Bar Association; the Kansas Association for Justice; and the Johnson County Bar Association. In addition to his work in the legal community, Biles serves as the director of Community Living Opportunities, Inc., which is a not-for-profit organization serving more than 370 children and adults with severe developmental disabilities in residential; day programs; and case management in Kansas.


Biles obtained his bachelor’s degree in journalism from Kansas State University and his juris doctorate from Washburn University School of Law.

This is Sebelius’ fourth appointment to the Supreme Court. She appointed Justice Carol Beier in 2003, Justice Eric Rosen in 2005, and Justice Lee Johnson in 2007. Biles fills the position left by Chief Justice Kay McFarland’s retirement. (Justice Robert Davis will serve as the new Chief Justice.)
Dan and his wife Amy McCart, Ph.D., who is an assistant research professor at the University of Kansas, Department of Special Education, are parents to three children, Allison, 19; Sydney, 12; and Claire, 10. They reside in Shawnee, Kansas.
Biles was born in August, 1952 in El Dorado, Kansas.

Under rules put in place by Kansas voters in 1958, the Governor is given a list of three individuals, selected by a nonpartisan nominating commission, which is made up of nine members.  To ensure each area of Kansas is represented, each congressional district is represented by at least two members.

After appointment, justices are subject to a retention vote by the people of Kansas every six years.
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