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Kansas is the right choice for NBAF
The following is a column by Lieutenant Governor Mark Parkinson:

The selection of Kansas and Kansas State University as the "preferred site" for the National Bio and Agro-Defense Facility (NBAF) is profoundly meaningful for our state and good news for the nation.  While the decision will not be finalized until January 12, the strong recommendation by experts within the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) validates the fact of what we have known here in Kansas for the last two years, the merits of our state show we are the best host for NBAF.

As co-chairman of the Kansas NBAF Task Force, it was especially gratifying to me that we successfully communicated to DHS that Kansas is the best site for NBAF for numerous reasons including the fact that we can accelerate the start of this incredibly important research.

Governor Kathleen Sebelius, the Kansas Bioscience Authority, and other Kansas advocates spoke often and eloquently over the past two years about our nation's need for NBAF, and why Kansas is the best location for this facility.

The continued safety of America's food supply depends upon beginning this important research now, not in a few years.

Our task force included local, state, regional and national members. We have representatives from industry, higher education, and producer groups. Additionally, elected officials, chamber of commerce executives, and others all joined together to spread the word to educate the public about NBAF and why it is best placed in Kansas. This diverse coalition worked effectively together in a nonpartisan manner.

There is an urgent need for increased and more efficient research into foreign animal diseases that could be used to harm our livestock and agricultural economy. Kansas has a unique ability to accelerate this research. The Graham-Talent report, World at Risk, came to the conclusion that even more imminent than the threat of a rogue nuclear attack is the threat of an attack by biological weapons in the next five years.

Kansas has unmatched capabilities to address livestock pathogens that could harm America's food supply. 
In addition, the positive economic impact to Kansas is estimated to top $1.5 billion during the first 20 years of the projected 50-year lifespan. An estimated 1,000 to 1,500 construction jobs will be created over the four-year construction period of the facility. These high-paying positions will generate additional money within other businesses.  

I look forward to January 12 when we expect the selection of the Kansas site to be finalized as the home to NBAF. On the merits, we are the right choice.
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