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Every vote counts
The following is a column by Lieutenant Governor Mark Parkinson:

With just over a month until Election Day I can honestly say that this is one of the most exciting elections I’ve experienced. 

Throughout our homes, offices and daily errands people are talking – people are engaged in the political process like never before. 

Exercising your right to vote this election and every election is important.  Voter registration applications can be obtained at your county election office, the Kansas Secretary of State’s Office as well as hundreds of places statewide including banks, grocery stores, and libraries. The deadline to register to vote for the 2008 General Election is October 20th. 

Today, more people can vote than at any time in our nation's history - the importance of your vote cannot be underestimated. 

Examples of this in history are many:

· One vote made Adolph Hitler head of the Nazi Party in 1923.

· One vote made Texas part of the United States in 1845, California in 1850, Oregon in 1859, Idaho and Washington in 1890.

· One vote elected Thomas Jefferson president in 1800.

· If you changed one vote in every voting location in the United States, Richard Nixon would have been elected President in 1960.  

· In Kansas this past August primary season, two statehouse races were decided by a handful of votes, one was three votes out of over 1250 cast and another was 5 votes out of over 3,400.  

· In 1995, a State Representative lost their seat in the legislature in a tie that was decided by a pulling either a blue chip or brown chip out of a bag.  

Every vote counts, so make your voice heard. Cast your ballot on Tuesday, November 4 or through advance voting. Information can be found on voter registration and advance voting at: http://www.kssos.org/elections/elections_registration_voting.html
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