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The following is a column by Lieutenant Governor Mark Parkinson:

Campus Safety
Recently, universities across the country, including those in Kansas, have taken additional measures to prevent crime and ensure that they can respond quickly and effectively in an emergency.  

Research by the Midwestern Higher Education Compact reveals that 87 percent of the colleges and universities responding to its survey conducted comprehensive reviews of campus safety and security in the year following the terrible events at Virginia Tech; and that nearly 90 percent of those institutions made changes to procedures or security systems. 

In Kansas, several campuses acted to install and implement new communications equipment and software allowing them to mass-mail safety warnings to students via text messages, e-mails, voice-mails, and public announcements.  

When the Virginia Tech Review Panel Report was published, the Kansas Board of Regents began reviewing the recommendations, as well as the recommendations of a similar report from the National Association of Attorneys General, to ensure that existing campus security plans appropriately addressed the critical areas discussed in those reports.  

In addition, the Board of Regents adopted official policy that each of the six state university campuses be weapon-free, instructed the campuses to conduct criminal background checks on all newly-hired employees, and will utilize a private security consultant to evaluate and objectively review the unique security plans of each of the campuses.

While we can not guarantee that bad things won’t happen, it is clear that the Board of Regents is working to make our state university campuses as safe as possible.  If each and every student also takes measures to promote their own personal safety, working together, we can reduce the incidence of crime on campus and enable the business of teaching and learning to flourish.
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