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Video Address: Working Towards a Better Future This Holiday Season
Governor Mark Parkinson used his recent video address to wish Kansans a happy holiday season and look back upon the past year’s progress. While the economic recession has had its impact in the Sunflower State, Kansas has managed to weather the downturn better than many other states and is on the road to recovery. Governor Parkinson encourages Kansans to help the state continue to move forward as they spend time with loved ones during the holidays. 
The video address is available online at www.governor.ks.gov and on Governor Parkinson’s YouTube channel: http://www.youtube.com/GovMarkParkinson.
The following are remarks as prepared for delivery by Governor Mark Parkinson:

This time each year, we celebrate the season and remember to be grateful for the blessings in our lives.

Each year, we reflect on the past year’s struggles and strife. And each year, we strive to be better than the last. In this respect, this year is no different than any other. But with the challenging times many Kansans and Americans have been through, now is the time than to remember what is truly important – family and friends.

And just like past years, we think of those loved ones who are serving our country abroad and spending time away from their loved ones this Christmas. Kansans have a deep appreciation for our men and women in uniform and the enormous sacrifice they make to protect our country and our way of life. That’s why we pay tribute to them this holiday season and look forward to a happy new year with their safe and speedy return.

The holidays also remind us that there are many Kansans that are struggling to make ends meet. The economic recession took its toll, causing more Kansans to need assistance, but fewer resources from philanthropic organizations. I know all Kansans will join Stacy and me in giving back to our communities this holiday season by opening their hearts and their wallets to those in need. Your small contribution can make a world a difference for a Kansas family this Christmas. 

As too many Kansans continue to face hardships, it is easy to forget the progress we have made this past year with our economic recovery.  Kansas weathered this downturn better than many states, thanks to our diverse economy. And we continue to remain stronger than other states as we work our way out of this recession.
Now we’re seeing revenues come in higher than expectations, creating a surplus for our state budget and signaling that more Kansans are contributing to the economy. Meanwhile, we have the seventh lowest unemployment rate in the country and respected publications continuously name Kansas one of the best states in the country for business.

But this progress cannot stop here – there are still too many Kansans looking for work, too many families struggling to make ends meet and too many opportunities that lie ahead. We will come out of this recession and become even stronger than before.

So, just like past years, we give thanks, we honor our faith, we spend time with those we love and we give to those in need. But let’s also recommit ourselves to the future we all hope to see. Only together can we achieve it. 

From my family to yours – have a merry Christmas, a happy Hanukkah and Kwanza and a promising new year. 
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