[image: image1.wmf]

For Immediate Release




           Amy Jordan Wooden, Press Secretary

October 11, 2010 



     


                            
  785.368.8500 

Video Address: Results Through Moderate Solutions
Governor Mark Parkinson reflects on how Kansas has weathered the economic recession by setting politics aside and working together to find moderate, common-sense solutions. Because of Kansas’ bipartisan leadership, the state now has a balanced budget, a ten-year transportation plan and one of the nation’s lowest unemployment rates.
The video address is available online at www.governor.ks.gov and on Governor Parkinson’s YouTube channel: http://www.youtube.com/GovMarkParkinson.
The following are remarks as prepared for delivery by Governor Parkinson:

As we inch closer to our 150th anniversary as a state, I’m reminded of how far Kansas has come and how we faced challenges that have come our way. Kansans have shown a unique dedication to solving our problems by coming together and finding common-sense solutions.
That has certainly been the case over the last few years. We have faced one of the most challenging economic times since the Great Depression. Yet, a bipartisan, moderate coalition in state government has been able to put aside partisan politics, roll up our sleeves, and find ways to move Kansas forward.

We did it by cutting the waste out of state government, and then passing a responsible, balanced budget that protects our commitment to Kansas schools, communities and vulnerable citizens.
We did it by renewing a ten-year transportation plan to maintain Kansas’ strong roads and public infrastructure, which will create tens of thousands of jobs and generate billions for our economy.

We did it by keeping Kansas a strong state for business, as recognized by many respected publications
, and continuing the streak of companies that choose to locate in our state.
This sense of bipartisanship from state officials is nothing new to Kansas – and it’s the type of cooperation and leadership that Kansans expect of their elected leaders. Because Kansans understand that only through this type of moderate, pragmatic and common sense approach can we expect to move our state forward.  
While the political pundits may continue to claim that Kansas is as conservative as they come, we all know that Kansas does not label itself by political extremes. And as a result, we are seeing encouraging signs that our economic recovery is underway, and we are emerging stronger than many others states. 

We don’t have the luxuries they have in Washington – we can’t stuff a budget with pet projects and then vote against the final package. 
We can’t deficit spend and ratchet up debt without ever having to find the revenue to balance the budget. We can’t put off responsibility through continuing resolutions. 
Here in Kansas we balance our budget, we meet our deadlines and we do what’s tough.
While Washington continues the partisanship and the gridlock, Kansas is getting things done. And continuing this success couldn’t be more important as we further our economic recovery. 
We must continue to work together - Democrats, Republicans and Independents alike - to find common ground, meet our responsibilities and move our state forward. With this commitment, I know we can face any challenge that comes our way for the next 150 years.
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