Action Alert
Kansas Health Consumer Coalition
Act Now to Provide Health Coverage to Kansas Children!

The House and Senate Appropriations and Ways and Means Committees have removed funding
for the expanded SCHIP (State Health Insurance Program). This is the program that provides
health coverage for eligible Kansas children. During the 2008 legislative session, lawmakers
expanded the income eligibility for this program from 200 percent of the poverty level to 250
percent. Under the expansion, a family of four could make up to $55,000 annually to qualify.
The House is expected to debate the Mega appropriations bill next Monday. Please contact
your Representative and encourage him or her to support adding back the $1.2 million state
general fund money to pay for the expansion. You can locate legislator contact information by
going to www.kslegislature.org/legsrv-legisportal/index.do. Click on House roster for email

addresses and phone numbers. Please use the following information with your legislator.

e SCHIP is a cost-effective way to cover children. The federal government contributes 72
cents of every dollar in our SCHIP program. If we fail to come up with the 28 cent state
match, we will not receive federal funding to cover our children.

e Children in households with incomes between 200-250 percent of poverty comprise
the fastest growing uninsured population in Kansas. The number of uninsured children
in this income range has tripled over the past three years. These families are caught
between soaring health insurance costs and incomes that are insufficient to pay for
coverage yet too high to qualify for any public aid.

e Failing to cover children places an even greater burden on safety net clinics. As
uncompensated care costs escalate, SCHIP expansion is a way to reverse that trend by
reducing reliance on safety net clinics.

e The Kansas legislature needs to keep its promise to Kansas children. Just one year ago
the Kansas legislature enacted SCHIP expansion as the centerpiece of health reform. To
undo that policy by failing to fund it sends a message that we are not serious about
improving the health and lives of our children.



