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KANSAS HEALTH CONSUMER COALITION 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

2009 LEGISLATIVE SESSION, WEEK 8 
MEDICAL DEBT 
 
On March 3rd, KHCC presented testimony on medical debt to the Senate Committee on Public 
Health and Welfare. KHCC was joined by four Kansans who provided valuable insight into the 
challenges of medical debt for Kansans. There were several questions from Committee members: 
Senator Barnett asked about the percentage of bankruptcies resulting from medical debt. Mr. 
John Hooge, a bankruptcy attorney from Lawrence, responded that approximately 40 percent of 
bankruptcies can be linked to medical debt, although that percentage may be higher. Senator 
Kelsey asked what solutions KHCC was proposing to address the issue of medical debt. Corrie 
Edwards responded that KHCC is looking at changing collection laws, charity care practices, and 
promoting discounted charges as measures to provide relief for Kansans. 
 
The Senate Committee on Public Health and Welfare will renew the conversation about medical 
debt on March 11th at 1:30 p.m. in Room 136-North of the Capitol. At that time, staff of the 
Kansas Health Institute will present information related to medical debt and underinsured 
Kansans. The Kansas Hospital Association has also been asked to weigh in on this issue. 
 
CLEAN INDOOR AIR 
 
Bill #: SB 25 (http://www.kslegislature.org/bills/2010/25.pdf) 
  
About the bill: No person shall smoke in a public place, an enclosed area, or at a public meeting 
except in designated smoking areas. 
 
Action taken: The bill is in the House Committee on Health and Human Services. Two hearings 
are scheduled: Proponents of the bill will present testimony on Tuesday, March 10th at 1:30 p.m. 
in Room 784 of the Docking State Office Building; Opponents of the bill will present testimony 
on Wednesday, March 11th at 1:30 p.m. in Room 784 of the Docking State Office Building. 
 
OTHER IMPORTANT DATES 
 
Wednesday, March 25th - last day to consider bills other than the budget- this date has been 
moved up from the original April 1 deadline 
 
For more information about legislative deadlines, bills, and how to contact your legislator, visit 
www.kslegislature.org.   
 
 
 


